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The  Holy  Eucharist 

The  Word  of  God 

Voluntary: 

"Deck  thyself,  my  soul,  with  gladness"  J.S.  Bach 

Eighteen  Great  Chorales;  based  on  tune  at  Hymn  No.  339 


At  the  Procession: 
Hymn  No.  51 
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The  people  standing,  the  Celebrant  says 

Blessed  Be  God:  Father,  Son,  and  Holy  Spirit. 
People:    And  Blessed  be  his  kingdom,  now  and  forever.   Amen. 


The  Celebrant  may  say: 


Almighty  God,  to  you  all  hearts  are  open,  all  desires  known, 
and  from  you  no  secrets  are  hid:  Cleanse  the  thoughts  of  our  hearts 
by  the  inspiration  of  your  Holy  Spirit,  that  we  may  perfectly  love 
you,  and  worthily  magnify  your  holy  Name;  through  Christ  our 
Lord.  Amen. 


The  following  hymn  is  sung,  all  standing: 

Gloria  in  excelsis  Deo 
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Selling:  William  Mathiai  (b.  1934) 
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The  Collect  of  the  Day 

The  Celebrant  says  to  the  people 

The  Lord  be  with  you. 
People:         And  also  with  you. 

Celebrant:      Let  US  pray. 

Almighty  God,  to  whose  glory  we  celebrate  the  dedication  of  this 
house  of  prayer:  We  give  you  thanks  for  the  fellowship  of  those 
who  have  worshiped  in  this  place,  and  we  pray  that  all  who  seek  you 
here  may  find  you,  and  be  filled  with  your  joy  and  peace;  through 
Jesus  Christ  our  Lord,  who  lives  and  reigns  with  you,  in  the  unity 
of  the  Holy  Spirit,  one  God,  now  and  for  ever.  Amen. 


The  Old  Testament  Lesson  Genesis  28:  10  -  17. 

The  people  sit. 

Reader:  A  reading  from  Genesis. 

Jacob  left  Beer-sheba,  and  went  toward  Haran.  And  he  came  to 
a  certain  place,  and  stayed  there  that  night,  because  the  sun  had  set. 
Taking  one  of  the  stones  of  the  place,  he  put  it  under  his  head  and 
lay  down  in  that  place  to  sleep.  And  he  dreamed  that  there  was  a 
ladder  set  up  on  the  earth,  and  the  top  of  it  reached  to  heaven;  and 
behold,  the  angels  of  God  were  ascending  and  descending  on  it! 

And  behold,  the  Lord  stood  above  it  and  said,  "I  am  the  Lord, 
the  God  of  Abraham  your  father  and  the  God  of  Isaac;  the  land  on 
which  you  lie  I  will  give  to  you  and  to  your  descendants;   and  your 


descendants  shall  be  like  the  dust  of  the  earth,  and  you  shall  spread 
abroad  to  the  west  and  to  the  east  and  to  the  north  and  to  the  south; 
and  by  you  and  your  descendants  shall  all  the  families  of  the  earth 
bless  themselves.  Behold,  I  am  with  you  and  will  keep  you 
wherever  you  go,  and  will  bring  you  back  to  this  land;  for  I  will 
not  leave  you  until  I  have  done  that  of  which  I  have  spoken  to  you. " 
Then  Jacob  awoke  from  his  sleep  and  said,  "Sure  the  Lord  is  in  this 
place;  and  I  did  not  know  it. " 

And  he  was  afraid,  and  said,  "How  awesome  is  this  place!  This 
is  none  other  than  the  house  of  God,  and  this  is  the  gate  of  heaven. " 
Reader:  The  Word  of  the  Lord 
People:   Thanks  be  to  God. 

Silence  follows  the  reading. 

Psalm  84  Brother  James'  Air 

(Sung  by  St.  Mary's  Boy  Choir  &  St.  Mary's  Girl  Choir) 

How  lovely  is  thy  dwelling-place,  O  Lord  of  hosts,  to  me!  My  thirsty  soul 
desires  and  longs  within  thy  courts  to  be;  my  very  heart  and  flesh  cry  out, 
O  living  God,  for  thee. 

Beside  thine  altars,  gracious  Lord,  the  swallows  find  a  nest;  how  happy  they 
who  dwell  with  thee  and  praise  thee  without  rest,  and  happy  they  whose 
hearts  are  set  upon  the  pilgrim's  quest. 

They  who  go  through  the  desert  vale  will  find  it  filled  with  springs,  and  they 
shall  climb  from  height  to  height  till  Zion's  temple  rings  with  praise  to  thee, 
in  glory  throned,  Lord  God,  great  King  of  kings. 

One  day  within  thy  courts  excels  a  thousand  spent  away;  how  happy  they 
who  keep  thy  laws  nor  from  thy  precepts  stray,  for  thou  shalt  surely  bless  all 
those  who  live  the  words  they  pray. 

The  Epistle  Lesson  1  Peter  2:  1  -  5,  9  -  10 

The  people  sit. 

Reader:  A  Reading  from  the  First  Letter  of  Peter 

So  put  away  all  malice  and  all  guile  and  insincerity  and  envy  and 
all  slander.  Like  newborn  babes  long  for  the  pure  spiritual  milk, 
that  by  it  you  may  grow  up  to  salvation;  for  you  have  tasted  the 
kindness  of  the  Lord. 


Come  to  him,  to  that  living  stone,  rejected  by  men  but  in  God's 
sight  chosen  and  precious;  and  like  living  stones  be  yourselves  built 
into  a  spiritual  house,  to  be  a  holy  priesthood,  to  offer  spiritual 
sacrifices  acceptable  to  God  through  Jesus  Christ. 

But  you  are  a  chosen  race,  a  royal  priesthood,  a  holy  nation, 
God's  own  people,  that  you  may  declare  the  wonderful  deeds  of  him 
who  called  you  out  of  darkness  into  his  marvelous  light.  Once  you 
were  no  people  but  now  you  are  God's  people;  once  you  had  not 
received  mercy  but  now  you  have  received  mercy. 

Reader:  The  Word  of  the  Lord 
People:   Thanks  be  to  God. 

Silence  follows  the  reading. 

Sequence  Hymn  5 1 8  Westminster  Abbey 

This  hymn  text  was  sung  at  the  ground  breaking  of  the  present  nave  in  1928. 
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Words:  Latin,  ca.  7lh  cent.;  Ir.  Hymns  Ancient  and  Modern,   1861,  after  John  Mason  Ncale  (1818-1866),  alt. 
Music:    Westminster  Abbey,  Henry  Purcell  (1659-1695),  adapt.;  desc.  James  Gillespie  (b.   1929) 
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The  Gospel  Matthew  21:  12  -  16 

The  people  remain  standing. 

Deacon:  The  Holy  Gospel  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  according  to 

Matthew. 
People:   Glory  to  you,  Lord  Christ. 

Jesus  entered  the  temple  of  God  and  drove  out  all  who  sold  and 
bought  in  the  temple,  and  he  overturned  the  tables  of  the 
moneychangers  and  the  seats  of  those  who  sold  pigeons.  He  said  to 
them,  "It  is  written,  'My  house  shall  be  called  a  house  of  prayer'; 
but  you  make  it  a  den  of  robbers. 


And  the  blind  and  the  lame  came  to  him  in  the  temple  and  he 
healed  them.  But  when  the  chief  priests  and  the  scribes  saw  the 
wonderful  things  that  he  did,  and  the  children  crying  out  in  the 
temple,  "Hosanna  to  the  Son  of  David!"  they  were  indignant;  and 
they  said  to  him,  "Do  you  hear  what  these  are  saying?"  And  Jesus 
said  to  them,  "Yes;  have  you  never  read,  'Out  of  the  mouth  of  babes 
and  sucklings  thou  hast  brought  perfect  praise'?" 
Deacon:  The  Gospel  of  the  Lord 
People:   Praise  to  you,  Lord  Christ. 


The  Sermon  The  Most  Reverend  Edmond  Lee  Browning 

Presiding  Bishop,  Primate  and  Chief  Pastor 

of  The  Episcopal  Church 

The  Nicene  Creed 

All  Standing 

We  believe  in  one  God. 
the  Father,  the  Almighty, 
maker  of  heaven  and  earth, 
of  all  that  is,  seen  and  unseen. 

We  believe  in  one  Lord,  Jesus  Christ, 
the  only  Son  of  God, 
eternally  begotten  of  the  Father, 
God  from  God,  Light  from  Light, 
true  God  from  true  God, 
begotten,  not  made, 
of  one  Being  with  the  Father. 
Through  him  all  things  were  made. 
For  us  and  for  our  salvation 

he  came  down  from  heaven: 
by  the  power  of  the  Holy  Spirit 

he  became  incarnate  from  the  Virgin  Mary, 

and  was  made  man. 
For  our  sake  he  was  crucified  under  Pontius  Pilate; 

he  suffered  death  and  was  buried. 
On  the  third  day  he  rose  again  in  accordance  with  the  scriptures; 

he  ascended  into  heaven 

and  is  seated  at  the  right  hand  of  the  Father. 
He  will  come  again  in  glory  to  judge  the  living  and  the  dead, 

and  his  kingdom  will  have  no  end. 

We  believe  in  the  Holy  Spirit,  the  Lord,  the  giver  of  life, 
who  proceeds  from  the  Father  and  the  Son. 
With  the  Father  and  the  Son  he  is  worshiped  and  glorified. 
He  has  spoken  through  the  Prophets. 
We  believe  in  one  holy  catholic  and  apostolic  Church. 
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We  acknowledge  one  baptism  for  the  forgiveness  of  sins 
and  look  for  the  life  of  the  world  to  come.    Amen. 

A  Litany  of  Thanksgiving  for  a  Church 

The  Litanist  reads  the  prayers,  and  the  people  respond  as  indicated  and  at  the 
large  italics  print.    All  remain  standing. 

Let  us  thank  God  whom  we  worship  here  in  the  beauty  of  holiness. 

Eternal  God,  the  heaven  of  heavens  cannot  contain  you,  much  less 
the  walls  of  temples  made  with  hands.  Graciously  receive  our  thanks 
for  this  place,  and  accept  the  work  of  our  hands  offered  to  your 
honor  and  glory. 

For  the  Church  universal,  of  which  these  visible  buildings  are  the 

symbol, 

We  thank  you,  Lord. 

For  your  presence  whenever  two  or  three  have  gathered  together  in 

your  Name, 

We  thank  you,  Lord. 

For  this  place  where  we  may  be  still  and  know  that  you  are  God, 
We  thank  you,  Lord. 

For  making  us  your  children  by  adoption  and  grace,  and  refreshing 
us  day  by  day  with  the  bread  of  life, 
We  thank  you,  Lord. 

For  the  knowledge  of  your  will  and  the  grace  to  perform  it, 
We  thank  you,  Lord. 

For  the  fulfilling  of  our  desires  and  petitions  as  you  see  best  for  us, 
We  thank  you,  Lord. 

For  the  pardon  of  our  sins,  which  restores  us  to  the  company  of 
your  faithful  people, 
We  thank  you,  Lord. 


For  the  blessing  of  our  vows  and  the  crowning  of  our  years  with 

your  goodness, 

We  thank  you,  Lord. 

For  the  faith  of  all  who  have  gone  before  us  and   for  our 
encouragement  by  their  perseverance, 
We  thank  you,  Lord. 

For  the  fellowship  of  Blessed  Mary  the  God-bearer,  and  of  all  your 

Saints, 

We  thank  you,  Lord. 

After  a  brief  silence,  the  Celebrant  concludes  with  the  following  Doxology 

Yours,  O  Lord,  is  the  greatness,  the  power,  the  glory, 

the  victory,  and  the  majesty; 
People:         For  everything  in  heaven  and  on  earth  is  yours. 
Celebrant:     Yours,  O  Lord,  is  the  kingdom; 
People:         And  you  are  exalted  as  head  over  all.   Amen. 

The  Peace 

Stand.    The  Celebrant  says  to  the  people. 

The  peace  of  the  Lord  be  always  with  you. 
People:         And  also  with  you. 

Then  the  Ministers  and  People  may  greet  one  another  in  the  name  of  the  Lord. 


The  Holy  Communion 

Welcome  and  Announcements 
The  Offertory 

The  Celebrant  begins  the  Offertory  with  an  Offertory  Sentence.  The  loose  offering 
today  will  go  to  the  Presiding  Bishop 's  Fund  for  World  Relief.  During  the 
Offertory,  the  following  anthem  and  hymn  will  be  sung: 


10 


Offertory  Anthem: 

Jubilate  Deo  Benjamin  Britten 

O  be  joyful  in  the  Lord,  all  ye  lands:  Serve  the  Lord  with  gladness  and  come 
before  his  presence  with  a  song.  Be  ye  sure  that  the  Lord  he  is  God;  it  is  he 
that  hath  made  us  and  not  we  ourselves;  We  are  his  people,  and  the  sheep  of 
his  pasture.  O  go  your  way  into  his  gates  with  thanksgiving,  and  into  his 
courts  with  praise;  be  thankful  unto  him,  and  speak  good  of  his  name.  For 
the  Lord  is  gracious,  his  mercy  is  everlasting:  and  his  truth  endureth  from 
generation  to  generation. 

Glory  be  to  the  Father,  and  to  the  Son,  and  to  the  Holy  Ghost.  As  it  was  in 
the  beginning,  is  now  and  ever  shall  be:  world  without  end.  Amen. 


At  the  presentation  of  Alms: 
Hymn  No.  380,  stanza  3 
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The  Great  Thanksgiving 

The  people  remain  standing.    The  Celebrant  faces  them  and  says 

The  Lord  be  with  you. 
People:         And  also  with  you. 
Celebrant:     Lift  up  your  hearts. 
People:         We  lift  them  to  the  Lord. 
Celebrant:     Let  us  give  thanks  to  the  Lord  our  God. 
People:         It  is  right  to  give  him  thanks  and  praise. 

The  celebrant  continues: 

It  is  right,  and  a  good  and  joyful  thing,  always  and  everywhere  to 

give  thanks  to  you,  Father  Almighty,  Creator  of  heaven  and  earth. 

Through  Jesus  Christ  our  great  High  Priest;  in  whom  we  are  built  up 

as  living  stones  of  a  holy  temple,  that  we  might  offer  before  you  a 

sacrifice  of  praise  and  prayer  which  is  holy  and  pleasing  in  your 

sight. 

Therefore  we  praise  you,  joining  our  voices  with  Angels  and 
Archangels  and  with  all  the  company  of  heaven,  who  for  ever  sing 
this  hymn  to  proclaim  the  glory  of  your  name: 
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Selling:  William  Maihias  (b.  1934) 


Ho-san- na    in    the      highest. 
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The  people  stand  or  kneel.  Then  the  Celebrant  continues 
Holy  and  gracious  Father:  In  your  infinite  love  you  made  us  for 
yourself;  and,  when  we  had  fallen  into  sin  and  become  subject  to  evil 
and  death,  you,  in  your  mercy,  sent  Jesus  Christ,  your  only  and 
eternal  Son,  to  share  our  human  nature,  to  live  and  die  as  one  of  us, 
to  reconcile  us  to  you,  the  God  and  Father  of  all. 

He  stretched  out  his  arms  upon  the  cross,  and  offered  himself,  in 
obedience  to  your  will,  a  perfect  sacrifice  for  the  whole  world. 

On  the  night  he  was  handed  over  to  suffering  and  death,  our  Lord 
Jesus  Christ  took  bread;  and  when  he  had  given  thanks  to  you,  he 
broke  it,  and  gave  it  to  his  disciples,  and  said,  "Take  eat:  This  is 
my  Body,  which  is  given  for  you.  Do  This  for  the  remembrance  of 
me. " 

After  supper  he  took  the  cup  of  wine;  and  when  he  had  given  thanks, 
he  gave  it  to  them,  and  said,  "Drink  this,  all  of  you:  This  is  my 
Blood  of  the  new  Covenant,  which  is  shed  for  you  and  for  many  for 
the  forgiveness  of  sins.  Whenever  you  drink  it,  do  this  for  the 
remembrance  of  me. " 

Therefore,  we  proclaim  the  mystery  of  faith: 

Celebrant  and  People 


ir^r^^^E^^SI^r^^  -_*__-=. 


Christ    has        died.      Christ    is       ris      -       en.  Chiisi        will       come     again. 

Selling:  Plainsong,  le  Ileum  Tone; adapt.  Richard  Hmuk  (b.  \9'i~) 

The  Celebrant  continues 

We  celebrate  the  memorial  of  our  redemption,  O  Father,  in  this 
sacrifice  of  praise  and  thanksgiving.  Recalling  his  death,  resurrec- 
tion, and  ascension,  we  offer  you  these  gifts. 

Sanctify  them  by  your  Holy  Spirit  to  be  for  your  people  the  Body 
and  Blood  of  your  Son,  the  holy  food  and  drink  of  new  and 
unending  life  in  him.  Sanctify  us  also  that  we  may  faithfully  receive 
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this  holy  Sacrament,  and  serve  you  in  unity,  constancy,  and  peace; 
and  at  the  last  day  bring  us  with  all  your  saints  into  the  joy  of  your 
eternal  kingdom. 

All  this  we  ask  through  your  Son  Jesus  Christ.  By  him,  and  with 
him,  and  in  him,  in  the  unity  of  the  Holy  Spirit  all  honor  and  glory 
is  yours,  Almighty  Father,  now  and  for  ever.  AMEN. 

And  now,  as  our  Savior  Christ  has  taught  us,  we  are  bold  to  say: 

People  and  Celebrant 

Our  Father,  who  art  in  heaven, 

hallowed  be  thy  Name, 

thy  kingdom  come, 

thy  will  be  done  on  earth  as  it  is  in  heaven. 
Give  us  this  day  our  daily  bread. 
And  forgive  us  our  trespasses, 

as  we  forgive  those  who  trespass  against  us. 
And  lead  us  not  into  temptation, 

but  deliver  us  from  evil. 
For  thine  is  the  kingdom, 

and  the  power,  and  the  glory, 

for  ever  and  ever.   Amen. 

The  Breaking  of  the  Bread 

The  Celebrant  breaks  the  consecrated  Bread.    A  period  of  silence  is  kept.    Then 

may  be  said 

Alleluia.   Christ  our  Passover  is  sacrificed  for  us; 

Therefore  let  us  keep  the  feast.   Alleluia. 

Facing  the  people,  the  Celebrant  says  the  following  Invitation 

The  Gifts  of  God  for  the  People  of  God.  Take  them  in  remembrance 
that  Christ  died  for  you,  and  feed  on  him  in  your  hearts  by  faith  with 
thanksgiving. 

All  baptized  persons,  whether  adults  or  children,  are  welcomed  to  receive  the 
Sacrament  in  The  Episcopal  Church  and  at  St.  Mary 's.  There  will  be  communion 
stations  at  the  Main  Altar  and  the  Memorial  Chapel.  The  ushers  will  direct  you 
to  the  location  most  convenient  for  you. 
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Motets  during  Communion: 
Locus  iste 


Anton  Bruckner 


Locus  iste  a  Deo  Factus  est: 
inaestimabile  sacrament urn , 
irreprehensibilis  est 


Saint  Mary's  Choir 


This  place  was  made  by  God: 
a  priceless  sacrament, 
it  is  without  reproof. 


O  Lord,  Our  Governor 


Benedetto  Marcello 


O  Lord,  our  Governor,  oh,  how  excellent  is  Thy  great  name  in  all  the  world! 
Thou,  O  Jehovah,  hast  set  Thy  glory  above  the  heavens! 

St.  Mary's  Boy  Choir  &  St.  Mary's  Girl  Choir 


Hymn  No.  525 

This  hymn  was  sung  at  the  groundbreaking  of  the  present  nave. 
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Words:  Samuel  John  Sione  (1K3'.M90U) 

Music:    Aurelw,  Samuel  Scbaslidii  IVeslej   (I810-1H76) 
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Words:  Roland  Ford  Palmer  (b.    1 8'.) I) 

Music:   Raquel,  Skinner  Chavez-Melo  (b,   1944) 


87.  87.   [J 


After  Communion  the  Celebrant  says 

Let  us  Pray. 

Celebrant  and  People 

Eternal  God,  heavenly  Father, 

you  have  graciously  accepted  us  as  living  members 

of  your  Son  our  Savior  Jesus  Christ, 

and  you  have  fed  us  with  spiritual  food 

in  the  Sacrament  of  his  Body  and  Blood. 

Send  us  now  into  the  world  in  peace, 

and  grant  us  strength  and  courage 

to  love  and  serve  you 

with  gladness  and  singleness  of  heart; 

through  Christ  our  Lord.  Amen. 

The  Presiding  Bishop  blesses  the  people,  saying: 

Bishop:   Our  help  is  in  the  name  of  the  Lord; 

People:   The  maker  of  heaven  and  earth. 

Bishop:   Blessed  be  the  Name  of  the  Lord; 

People:   From  this  time  forth  for  evermore. 

Bishop:   The  blessing,  mercy,  and  grace  of  God  Almighty,   the 

Father,  the  Son,  and  the  Holy  Spirit,  be  upon  you  and 

remain  with  you  for  ever. 

The  Deacon  dismisses  the  people  with  these  words: 

Let  us  go  forth  in  the  name  of  Christ.   Alleluia,  alleluia. 
People:   Thanks  be  to  God.   Alleluia,  alleluia. 
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At  the  Procession: 
Hymn  No.  541 
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Words:  Jane  Laurie  Borthwick.  (1813-1897),  alt. 
Muiic:    Ora  Labora,  Thomas  Tertius  Noble  (1867-1953) 


4.  10  10.  10  4 


Voluntary: 

In  dir  ist  Freude  (BWY  615) 
("In  Thee  is  Gladness") 


J.S.  Bach 
(Orgelbuchen) 


All  are  invited  to  the  reception  immediately  following  the  liturgy  in 
the  Parish  Hall. 
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A  Brief  History  of  St.  Mary's 

by 
Joe  E.  Brown 

The  little  village  of  High  Point,  located  in  the  gently  rolling 
foothills  of  central  North  Carolina,  was  beginning  to  emerge  from 
the  dark  shadows  of  Reconstruction  in  the  last  quarter  of  the 
nineteenth  century. 

Deep  poverty  and  deeper  lethargy  of  the  human  spirit  were 
slowly  giving  ground  to  an  increasing  number  of  determined 
individuals  who  chose  to  believe  they  could  make  things  better.  High 
Point  was  on  the  threshold  of  its  own  industrial  revolution. 

Most  of  the  2,000  or  so  people  who  had  gravitated  to  these 
"heights"  —  a  north-south  ridge  line  along  which  a  highway  of 
wooden  planks  had  been  built,  intersected  by  an  east- west  railroad  - 
-  were  Quakers  and  Methodists,  Baptists  and  Presbyterians. 

They  moved  over  in  1882  to  make  room  for  a  small  group  of 
families  who  were  determined  to  lay  the  groundwork  for  an 
Episcopal  congregation.  Led  by  Josiah  Remfry,  a  mining  engineer, 
the  group  prevailed  upon  the  Rt.  Rev.  Theodore  B.  Lyman,  bishop 
of  the  Diocese  of  North  Carolina,  to  come  to  High  Point  and 
formalize  the  creation  of  a  mission  church,  to  be  known  as  St. 
James'.  Bishop  Lyman  met  on  May  3,  1882,  with  fifteen 
communicants  of  the  Anglican  faith  in  Remfry' s  home  at  the  corner 
of  Broad  and  College  streets  (now  Broad  and  Hay  den  Place).  He 
designated  Remfry  as  warden  and  Lt.  Samuel  K.  Allen,  a  naval 
officer,  as  secretary  and  treasurer.  The  Rev.  Alfred  H.  Stubbs, 
rector  of  an  Episcopal  Church  in  Greensboro,  agreed  to  accept  initial 
pastoral  responsibilities  for  the  little  flock. 

No  records  remain  from  those  earliest  years,  but  gleanings  from 
diocesan  records  and  occasional  newspaper  items  paint  a  picture  of 
unending  struggle  to  keep  the  tiny  parish  alive.  The  families,  whose 
numbers  rose  and  fell  in  the  range  of  eight  to  about  twenty,  struggled 
with  their  own  personal  poverty.  The  wealthier  citizens  of  the 
village,  those  whose  names  are  sprinkled  in  the  secular  histories  of 
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the    times,    were    established    already    in    the    larger    Protestant 
denominations. 

But  St.  James'  endured,  sometimes  with  a  designated  priest-in- 
charge,  often  with  none.  In  1883  the  diocese  detected  a  glimmer  of 
hope  in  the  fact  that  St.  James'  was  enjoying  "good  service"  from 
the  evangelist  of  the  Charlotte  Convocation,  but  that  did  not  produce 
much  stability  for  very  long.  Each  annual  diocesan  convention  listed 
a  new  clergyman  in  High  Point.  The  one  in  1888,  the  Rev.  W.L. 
Reaney,  reported  to  the  diocese  that  "I  found  much  dissension 
existing  among  the  people;  in  fact,  the  Devil  seems  to  have  crept  in 
and  almost  succeeded  in  dispersing  the  flock."  His  grim  report  was 
softened,  however,  with  an  expressed  belief  that  many  problems  had 
been  subsequently  solved. 

During  these  earliest  years,  the  women  of  the  congregation 
shouldered  most  of  the  burden  of  accumulating  a  building  fund  to 
provide  the  mission  with  its  own  home  and  obviate  the  need  to 
depend  on  public  halls,  other  churches  and  private  homes  for  a  place 
to  hold  worship  services.  Elaborate  bazaars  and  sale  of  donated  items 
from  near  and  far  swelled  the  fund,  a  few  pennies  at  the  time. 

The  Enterprise  newspaper  reported  in  April  1887  that  St.  James' 
had  purchased  a  lot  just  north  of  the  Remfry  home  —  at  the  northeast 
corner  of  Washington  and  College  streets,  on  which  it  planned  to 
build  "a  handsome  church,"  to  cost  about  $2,000.  The  diocese 
reported  in  1889  that  St.  James'  had  $400  in  hand  to  start  work  on 
its  $300  lot. 

Construction  was  begun,  and  on  July  25,  1890,  the  cornerstone 
was  laid.  Construction  was  completed  in  that  year.  The  church,  of 
hand-made  brick,  was  approximately  24  feet  by  60  feet,  rectangular 
in  shape,  with  a  seating  capacity  of  124.  Its  steep-pitched  roof  was 
topped  with  a  cross  above  the  entrance.  Tripled  arched  stained  glass 
windows  graced  the  east  wall  over  the  altar. 

In  his  address  to  the  diocesan  convention  the  next  year,  Bishop 
Lyman  told  of  his  visit  to  the  new  church,  which  he  described  as 
"capacious  and  beautiful. "  (continued,  page  31) 
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Saint  Mary's  Episcopal  Church  (Nave) 

Comer  of  College  and  Washington  Streets 

Built  in  1890  Consecrated  in  1912 
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Laying  of  the  Cornerstone  of  Saint  Mary's  Episcopal  Church 

June  26,  1927 

Left  to  right:  The  Right  Reverend  Edwin  A.  Penick  (Bishop  Coadjutor  of  the 
Diocese  of  North  Carolina),  The  Reverend  Henry  Norwood  Bowne  (Rector),  The 
Reverend  Mr.  Holmes,    The  Reverend  Isaac  Hughes,    The  Reverend  J.  Harding 

Hughes, ,  L.  R.  Stewart,  Jacob  H.  Froelich,  R.I.  Quigley, 

George  Green,  Cecil  Prince,  Mrs.  James  T.  Stewart,    Matt  Wall,     Miss  Ruth 


Bowne,    Mrs.  R.C.  Hubbard, 


,  Mrs.  George  Green, 


Crowson  (Crucifer). 


_,   Mrs.   Houston  Hiatt,     Mrs.   Clara  Boyd  (organist),  and  Alan 
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Saint  Mary's  Episcopal  Church  (Nave) 

Comer  Farriss  Avenue  and  North  Main  Streets 

Built  in  1927  Consecrated  in  1947 
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"The  erection  of  this  church,"  he  said,  "is  almost  wholly  due  to 
the  zealous  and  untiring  efforts  of  one  most  active  Christian  woman, 
who,  with  her  husband,  has  raised  a  great  part  of  the  cost  of  the 
building."  (The  reference  was  to  Mrs.  C.H.  Hamner,  who  was  not 
to  become  an  Episcopalian  until  1887,  when  she  was  confirmed.) 

Existing  records  fail  to  offer  explanation,  but  in  that  triumphant 
year  of  1890,  the  name  of  the  mission  was  changed  from  St.  James' 
to  St.  Mary's.  On  that  point,  the  first  parish  registry  which 
contemporary  historians  have  unearthed  —  created  in  1905  —  bore  on 
its  flyleaf  the  name  "The  Church  of  Our  Savior,  High  Point,  N.C.," 
presumably  written  by  the  Rev.  W.  Lawton  Mellichampe.  That  name 
appears  nowhere  else  in  church  records. 

The  church  building  housed  the  struggling  parish  for  37  years, 
a  period  in  which  heroic  efforts  were  regularly  required  to  keep  it 
alive.  Two  years  after  the  College  Street  church  was  occupied,  the 
Rev.  Charles  Ferris  reported  to  the  diocese:  "There  is  no  proper 
Church  organization  in  High  Point,  and  this  report  has  been  made 
from  facts  gathered  up  from  various  sources,  which  are  reliable  so 
far  as  they  go." 

And  the  next  year,  the  Rev.  F.S.  Stickney  wrote:  "The  church 
is  very  weak,  and  we  have  only  one  male  communicant,  Mr.  C.A. 
Hamner,  upon  whom  falls  very  largely  the  whole  burden  of  the 
church  expenses." 

In  1905,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Mellichampe  grumbled  that  "This  mission 
was  in  such  an  unorganized  condition  that  all  work  has  been  done  at 
great  disadvantage.  We  are  just  now  approaching  a  reasonable 
organization." 

There  was,  of  course,  a  continuing  lack  of  clergy  leadership.  Far 
too  small  to  afford  full-time  service,  St.  Mary's  relied  on  the  good 
offices  —  sometimes  with  thinly  veiled  reluctance  —  of  clergymen  in 
larger  parishes  nearby.  On  the  frequent  occasions  when  none  was 
available,  leadership  was  thrust  upon  lay  communicants  whose 
efforts  were  marked  with  enthusiasm  and  devotion  to  God's  work  but 
not  much  more.  Jealousies  and  distrust  often  tore  down  what  had 
been  accomplished. 
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Growth  was  small  and  inconsistent  during  St.  Mary's'  first  two 
decades,  with  the  numbers  of  communicants  seldom  topping  the  20 
mark.  In  1906,  for  instance,  it  was  admitted  to  full  parish  status  by 
the  diocese,  but  four  years  later  it  was  forced  to  revert  to  the  list  of 
mission  churches. 

Statistics  maintained  by  the  diocese,  however,  reflect  a  period 
of  remarkable  growth  in  the  third  decade,  and  by  1920  the 
communicant  count  exceeded  80. 

This  growth  paved  the  way  for  the  emergence  of  St.  Mary's  into 
parish  adulthood,  to  take  its  place  among  the  stronger  elements  of  the 
Episcopal  Church  in  North  Carolina. 

Maturing  was  both  the  result  of  and  a  contributing  element  to 
three  factors:  Growth  in  size  of  the  congregation;  a  concomitant 
improvement  in  financial  support,  and  stability  in  its  clergy. 

Few  of  the  early  rectors,  priests-in-charge  or  temporary 
assignees  had  maintained  tenure  in  High  Point  of  more  than  a  few 
months.  In  1922,  St.  Mary's  welcomed  the  Rev.  Henry  Norwood 
Bowne  who  served  for  10  years  until  ill  health  forced  his  retirement. 
It  was  he  who  guided  the  parish  through  the  period  of  construction 
of  the  present  church  on  N.  Main  Street. 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Bowne  was  succeeded  by  the  Rev.  Daniel 
Webster  Allen  (three  years),  the  Rev.  Howard  Setley  Hartzell 
(fourteen  years),  the  Rev.  Thomas  J.C.  Smyth  (six  years)  and  the 
Rev.  William  Penn  Price  (twenty-seven  years)  before  the  arrival  of 
the  present  rector,  Dr.  Glenn  Edward  Busch,  in  1981. 

The  strength  of  parish  numbers  has  grown  steadily  during  the 
past  seventy  years.  Not  so  the  parish's  finances.  The  Great 
Depression  struck  particularly  hard  because  it  coincided  with  efforts 
to  pay  off  the  debts  incurred  by  the  building  of  the  new  church. 

The  parish  had  realized  $50,000  from  the  sale  of  its  College 
Street  lot  and  buildings.  Having  already  acquired  property  on  N. 
Main  Street  at  its  intersection  with  Farriss  Avenue,  a  congregation 
of  127  communicants  committed  to  spend  about  $80,000  toward  a 
new  church  and  parish  house.  The  parish  house  was  completed  in 
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August  of  1927,  and  all  services  were  held  there  until  May  6  of  the 
following  year  when  Bishop  Edwin  H.  Peni.ck  dedicated  the 
handsome  new  sanctuary. 

The  Carolina  Churchman,  diocesan  publication,  offered  this 
description: 

"The  design  of  the  new  Saint  Mary's  Episcopal  Church  is 
similar  to  some  of  the  best  examples  of  the  early  churches  of 
England.  The  general  plan  of  the  parish,  the  nave,  the  chancel  and 
the  transepts,  and  the  exterior  design  form  dignified  proportions  of 
the  simplified  type  of  Gothic  architecture.  The  copper  fleche  placed 
at  the  main  roof  intersections  of  the  nave  and  the  transepts  is 
designed  to  take  the  place  of  the  tower  and  the  spire,  often  used  for 
more  pretentious  Gothic  buildings.  The  simplicity  and  the 
effectiveness  of  the  complete  design,  the  landscape  and  the 
approaches,  are  particularly  noteworthy. 

"The  exterior  walls,  buttresses  and  arches  of  the  structure  are 
constructed  of  Wake  County,  North  Carolina,  cut  stone,  of  mingled 
colors  and  random  shapes.  The  roof  is  of  Buckingham  slate  and  the 
eaves  are  terminated  by  copper  molded  gutters.  The  facade,  which 
faces  Farriss  Avenue,  totals  160  feet,  while  the  North  Main  Street 
facade  totals  68  feet.  The  total  area  of  the  floor  space  is  13,820 
square  feet. 

"The  interior  of  the  building  is  even  more  beautiful  than  the 
exterior.  The  nave  reaches  a  height  of  35  feet  and  has  the  exposed 
open  truss  work  and  ceiling  typical  of  the  impressive  Gothic  type. 
The  pews  of  the  nave  accommodate  400  worshipers.  The  furnishings 
of  the  chancel  are  carved  oak,  harmonious  with  the  Gothic  tracery. " 

The  cornerstone  from  the  downtown  church  was  placed  in  the 
wall  of  the  vestibule,  and  a  new  cornerstone,  bearing  the  date  1927, 
was  set  in  the  outer  wall  near  the  northeast  corner  of  the  structure. 

Of  people,  there  were  127  listed  communicants.  They  had 
contributed  a  total  of  $7,480  for  support  of  their  church  in  the 
preceding  year. 
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There  were,  of  course,  hard  times  just  around  the  comer,  as  the 
Great  Depression  struck  in  1929,  with  resultant  bank  and  business 
failures  which  put  millions  of  Americans  out  of  work.  Leaders  of  the 
High  Point  parish  struggled  constantly  to  avert  foreclosures  by 
institutions  which  had  loaned  money  for  the  construction.  A  number 
agreed  to  mortgage  their  own  homes  to  meet  interest  payments. 

There  was  little  or  nothing  left  over  to  pay  clergy  or  staff 
members.  In  1931  it  was  necessary  to  dismiss  the  organist  because 
there  was  no  money  to  pay  her. 

Rectors  had  to  make  do  with  tiny  salaries,  implemented  with 
"in-kind"  support  from  members  of  the  congregation. 

The  women  of  the  church  agreed  to  take  responsibility  for  the 
debt  on  the  pipe  organ  and  raised  money  through  the  sale  of  food 
from  a  stand  near  the  construction  site  of  school  buildings  on  what 
is  now  Ferndale  Drive. 

It  was  not  until  after  World  War  II  --  on  Oct.  19,  1947  --  that 
the  church  could  be  consecrated  and  the  last  of  its  mortgage 
documents  burned.  Bishop  Edwin  Penick  presided  at  that  historic 
event. 

The  years  following  World  War  II  brought  renewed  growth  and 
strengthening  of  St.  Mary's.  General  prosperity  in  the  national 
economy  was  reflected  in  the  first  enduring  financial  security  the 
parish  had  known.  Its  unfailing  response  to  its  obligations  to  the 
diocese  and  the  national  church  organization  pushed  it  into  leadership 
status  within  the  Diocese  of  North  Carolina,  which  had  been  carved 
from  the  central  portion  of  the  state  when  the  original  single  diocese 
was  split  into  three. 

An  example  of  this  maturing  was  the  development  of  a  strong 
ministry  of  music  which  at  times  focused  outside  attention  on  St. 
Mary's.  During  the  1940s,  Music  Director  Gardner  Nichols  formed 
the  St.  Dunston's  Boys'  Choir  which  performed  concerts  across  the 
state  and  occasionally  beyond  the  North  Carolina  borders.  After 
Nichols'  departure,  the  boys'  choir,  combined  with  men's  voices, 
served  as  the  senior  choir  for  another  15  years  before  giving  way  in 
the  1960s  to  an  all-adult  choir. 
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Children's  choirs  and,  in  the  past  two  years,  handbell  choirs, 
have  been  formed  to  broaden  the  music  ministry. 

In  the  final  third  of  its  first  century  St.  Mary's  found  itself 
facing  a  concern  diametrically  opposite  to  that  of  its  earliest  decades: 
it  had  to  learn  to  cope  with  growth. 

Expansion  of  its  physical  facilities,  creation  of  a  mission  church 
in  another  part  of  the  city,  moves  to  acquire  surrounding  property 
for  future  growth,  and  expansion  of  staff,  including  a  second  priest  - 
-  these  were  matters  that  occupied  more  and  more  of  the  parish's 
time  and  attention. 

As  the  decade  of  the  1960s  dawned,  it  became  increasingly 
apparent  that  growth  would  be  severely  restricted  without  expansion 
of  space  for  Christian  education  and  parish  activities.  A  house 
adjacent  to  the  church  property  on  the  west  was  acquired  and 
demolished  to  make  room  for  the  two-story  educational  building 
which  serves  the  church  today.  Its  construction  was  completed  in 
1962. 

To  facilitate  movement  between  buildings,  the  tiny  chapel 
adjacent  to  the  main  hall  of  the  parish  house  had  to  be  eliminated  to 
create  a  vestibule,  with  doors  opening  to  face  the  educational 
building. 

A  new  chapel  was  created  in  the  south  transept  of  the  sanctuary, 
but  the  chapel  altar,  which  had  been  the  main  altar  in  the  original 
midtown  church,  could  not  be  incorporated.  It  was  saved  for  several 
years  and  finally  scrapped. 

Midway  through  that  same  decade,  the  size  of  the  congregation 
dictated  consideration  of  a  second  Episcopal  church  in  High  Point. 
After  careful  planning,  property  was  acquired  in  the  northeast 
quadrant  of  the  city,  and  on  the  first  Sunday  in  October  1966  a 
ceremonial  procession  of  some  200  men,  women  and  children,  who 
had  responded  to  the  call  for  a  cadre  to  form  a  new  mission, 
marched  from  St.  Mary's.  They  became  charter  members  of  St. 
Christopher's,  which  occupied  a  house  on  the  land  off  Eastchester 
Drive  before  undertaking  construction  of  a  church  building  two  years 
later.  They  were  led  by  the  Rev.  Wallace  I.  (Ben)  Wolverton,  who 
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Christmas  Bazaar  held  in  the  Parish  Hall 
Circa  1940 

Left  to  right:  Mrs.  Laura  Eaton,  The  Rev.  Howard  Stetler  Hartzell,  and  Mrs. 
Pearl  Gorman 
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Saint  Mary's  Boy  Choir 
March,  1960 

First  row,  left  to  right:  John  Ripley,  Fred  Gray,  Joe  Cofield,  Jr.,  Bert  Adkins, 
Mike  Parker,  Lynn  Ball,  Alex  Bellinger.  Second  row:  Robin  Lowe,  Richard 
Bennett,  John  Slate,  John  Price,  Kim  Bellinger,  Gary  Van  der  Steur,  Jimmy 
Wrenn,  Worth  Parker.  Third  row:  David  Parker,  Peter  Bellinger,  Billy 
McKenzie,  David  Idol,  Randolph  Cleveland,  Steve  Holton,  Parks  Freeze,  Roy 
Wooster.  Fourth  row:  Tom  Gunn,  Bill  McDaniels,  Gilbert  Clinard,  Ross 
Bellinger,  Gilbert  Gray,  Earl  Crockett. 
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gave  up  his  position  as  St.  Mary's'  first  full-time  assistant  rector  to 
be  priest-in-charge  at  St.  Christopher's. 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Wolverton  was  the  first  of  a  series  of  St.  Mary's 
assistants,  most  of  them  selected  from  new  graduating  classes  of 
seminaries  and  following  a  pattern  of  remaining  only  a  year  or  two 
before  moving  on  to  greater  clerical  responsibilities.  Over  the  years, 
these  assistants  to  the  rector  followed:  Steirling  Gordon,  James 
Borom,  John  Abraham,  Robert  Malm,  Murdock  Smith,  David 
Sweeney  and  Edmund  Pickup  Jr. 

In  the  1960s  and  '70s,  St.  Mary's  acquired  properties  to  the 
north  of  the  educational  building  as  pressures  built  for  additional 
parking  space  in  the  near  future  and  perhaps  building  space  needs 
beyond. 

In  1978  a  columbarium  was  created  on  the  property  as  new 
generations  of  Episcopalians  began  choosing  cremation  over 
cemetery  interment. 

During  the  past  three  decades,  St.  Mary's  has  joined  many  other 
churches  in  recognizing  the  responsibility  of  Christian  people  to 
respond  to  the  needs  of  the  poor  and  underprivileged.  In  many 
different  ways,  the  congregation  began  looking  beyond  its  own 
parish  borders  and  its  internal  needs  in  outreach  programs. 

One  significant  role  was  taken  by  the  parish  in  1969  when  it 
joined  with  the  congregation  of  First  Baptist  Church  of  East 
Washington  Drive  to  sponsor,  under  a  federal  funding  program,  the 
building  of  homes  for  low-and  moderate-income  families.  By  the 
time  the  project  ended,  102  homes  had  been  built  in  the  eastern  part 
of  High  Point. 

Outreach  to  those  in  need  has  taken  many  other  forms  in  the  St. 
Mary's  community.  The  church's  conveniently  located  buildings 
have  regularly  served  as  homes  to  various  service  organizations, 
including  such  groups  as  Alcoholics  Anonymous. 

In  1965,  a  kindergarten  for  underprivileged  children  was 
established  and  continued  until  kindergartens  became  a  part  of  the 
public  school  system. 
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For  the  past  eight  years,  the  Piedmont  School,  an  independent, 
non-profit  service  for  children  and  young  adults  with  learning 
disabilities,  has  been  a  permanent  week-day  tenant  of  the  educational 
building. 

One  of  the  most  active  groups  in  the  church  is  the  Matthew 
25:40  Committee,  established  to  take  responsibility  for  searching  out 
unmet  human  needs  in  the  city  and  surrounding  areas  and  organizing 
outreach  programs  to  meet  these  needs.  A  growing  proportion  of  the 
church  budget  has  been  directed  toward  this  end. 

In  this  centennial  year  of  1990,  St.  Mary's  Episcopal  Church 
enjoys  the  fruits  of  the  great  labors  of  generations  of  forebears.  It 
stands  as  a  leader,  both  in  the  High  Point  community  of  churches 
and  in  the  Diocese  of  North  Carolina.  Its  clergy  and  its  lay  people 
have  regularly  been  called  upon  to  take  leadership  roles. 

Statistically,  the  annual  report  to  the  diocese  for  the  current  year 
of  1990  lists  a  baptized  membership  of  661,  communicants 
numbering  550  and  an  annual  budget  of  nearly  $277,000. 

Fully  functioning  and  strongly  led  groups  such  as  the  Episcopal 
Church  Women,  the  Brotherhood  of  St.  Andrew  and  the  Episcopal 
Young  Churchmen,  along  with  active  committees  in  every  phase  of 
parish  life  and  a  strong  professional  staff  give  assurance  of  continuity 
and  effectiveness  in  furthering  the  kingdom  of  God  in  this  blessed 
land. 
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1925),  by  permission  of  Oxford  University  Press. 

Sequence  Hymn:  Hymn  518,  The  Hymnal  1982,  (New  York:  Church  Hymnal  Corporation,  1985). 
Words:  Latin,  ca.  7th  cent;  tr.  Hymns  Ancient  and  Modern,  1861,  after  John  Mason  Neale  (1818- 
1866),  alt.  Music:  Westminster  Abbey,  Henryt  Purcell  (1659-1695),  adapt.;  descant:  James  gillespie 
(b.  1929).    Descant  by  permission  Church  Society,  London. 

Hymn  at  the  Offertory:  Hymn  380,  stanza  3,  The  Hymnal  1982,  (New  York:  Church  Hymnal 
Corporation,  1985).  Words:  Thomas  Ken  (1637-1711).  Music:  Lasst  uns  erfreuen,  melody  from 
Auserlesne  Catholische  Geistliche  Kirchengeseng,  1623;  adapted  and  harmonized  by  Ralph  Vaughan 
Williams  (1872-1958).    By  permission  of  Oxford  University  Press. 

Sanctus  et  Benedictus,  SI 28  The  Hymnal  1982,  (New  York:  Church  Hymnal  Corporation,  1985). 
Setting:  William  Mathias  (b.  1934),  used  by  permission  of  Oxford  University  Press. 

Memorial  Acclamation,  S  134,  The  Hymnal  1982,  (New  York:  Church  Hymnal  Corporation,  1985). 
Setting:  Plainsong,  Te  Deum  Tome;  adapt  Richard  Proulx  (b.  1937),  Copyright  1985,  GIA 
Publications,  Inc.,  Chicago,  Illinois.    All  rights  reserved. 

Hymn  during  Communion,  Hymn  525,  The  Hymnal  1982,  (New  York:  Church  Hymnal  Corporation, 
1985).  Words:  Samuel  John  Stone  (1839-1900).  Music:  Aurelia,  Samuel  Sebastian  Wesley  (1810- 
1876). 

Hymn  during  Communion,  Hymn  277,  The  Hymnal  1982,  (New  York:  Church  Hymnal  Corporation, 
1985).  Words:  Roland  Ford  Palmer  (b.  1891),  used  by  permission  of  the  Rev.  Roland  Ford  Palmer. 
Music:  Raquel,  copyright  1985,  Skinner  Chavez-Melo  (b.  1944) 

At  the  procession:  Hymn  541,  The  Hymnal  1982,  (New  York:  Church  Hymnal  Corporation,  1985). 
Words:  Jame  Laurie  Borthwick  (1813-1897)  alt.  Music:  Ora  Labora,  Thomas  Tertius  Noble  (1867- 
1953).    Descant:  Simon  Lindley  (1987),  used  by  permission. 
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